Nyagrodha (Ficus bengalensis Linn.), Udumbara (Ficus glomerata Linn.), Ashwatha (Ficus religiosa Linn.), Parisha (Thespesia populnea Soland Ex Correa) and Plaksha (Ficus infectoria Roxb.) the stem barks of these five plants known as Panchavalkal in Ayurveda (Sample A). This is found previously that there is a mention of the use of Shirish (Albizzia lebbeck Benth.) and Vetasa (Salix caprea Linn.) as a substitute of Udumbara and Parisha in the Panchavalkal (B) recognized by Arundatta the commentator of Ashtanga Hrudaya, which belong to different families, genera & species and with different active chemical. So this study has been planned to comparatively explore and evaluate the poly herbal combination Panchavalkal (A) and (B) with dissimilar set of herbs to assess their antimicrobial properties (Agar well diffusion method) against Candida albicans, Escherichia coli and Staphylococcus aureus using Methanolic extract of formulations in three dilutions (12.5, 25 & 50mg/ml). Gentamycin (antibacterial) and Griseofulvin (antifungal) used as standard drug. Antimicrobial activity found to be significant when compared between sample A & B at each concentration with related standard drug ZOIs. Statistical analysis shows that the P values are lower than 0.05 which confirms that comparisons of results are non-significantly differ with each other which suggest both the samples having same antimicrobial activity at each concentration.
In the Himavan agada (anti-poisonous formulation) used to treat the Mandali Sarpa Visha, there is this difference in the opinion of Panchavalkal. The Panchavalkal (B) combination of dissimilar herbs however shares similar pharmacological property as that of Panchavalkal (A) viz. Shophaghna (anti-inflammatory). The prime basis for the combination of these five medicinal plants as Panchavalkal is very unusual. Further it is more interesting to substitution of plants which belong to different families, genera & species and with different active chemical constituents. Therefore the present study has been planned to explore the scientific rationale for the substitution of the medicinal plants. In addition we wish to validate the traditional Ayurvedic principles. Therefore the present study has been planned to assess their antimicrobial properties. The sample of Panchavalkal (A) and (B) were later subjected to antimicrobial Activity. The following material and methods were used for analyzing both the sample i.e. Panchavalkal (A) and (B).
MATERIALS AND METHODOLOGY: Preparation of

ANTIMICROBIAL ACTIVITY: 7-9
Purpose -To lay down the procedure for Antimicrobial activity to be performed in formulation with reference of using standard culture. Scope -It is applicable to the microbiology lab for Antimicrobial activity.
Responsibility-Microbiology personnel
Procedure: 
Preparation of media:
1. For weighing media use Calibrated Balance, the glass wares and utensil are depyrogenated in oven at 250 0 C for 60 min, weigh media carefully and dissolve in distill water, shake well and heat on hot plate for complete dissolve. 9. In vitro antibacterial activity of formulations was carried out by using the Agar well diffusion method. 10. This standard technique yields a zone of inhibition in mm outcome for the total of antibacterial or antifungal that is desired to inhibit development of specific microorganisms. 11. Methanolic extract was prepared for each formulation by cold maceration technique and methanol evaporated at lower temperature to retain the activity of extract. 12. The dilutions (12.5, 25 & 50mg/ml) of formulation extract in DMSO and Gentamycin Sulphate (5μg/ml) as antibacterial and Griseofulvin (25 mg/ml) as antifungal for positive reference standards /antibiotics were prepared in double distilled water. 13. For the determination of zone of inhibition (ZOI), bacterial strain was taken and as a standard antibiotic and control DMSO for comparison of the results.
14. Muller Hinton agar plates for bacteria were seeded with liquid culture of bacterial strains and allowed to stay at 37°C for bacteria and 25 0 C for fungus.
15. The zones of growth inhibition around the wells were measured after 18 to 24 hours of incubation at 37°C for bacterial and 25 0 C for 48 hours for fungal. 
